
 
March 12, 2020 
 
To Our District 63 Families: 
 
We’re writing to provide an update on the District’s preparation and decisions addressing the 
possible spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). As you know, this is a rapidly changing situation 
and we are continuously assessing best practices for keeping our students, staff, and families 
safe. You can always find the latest information on our website. 
 
First and foremost, there are NO reported cases of the Coronavirus connected to any of 
our schools at this time.  
 
However, out of an abundance of caution, here are the most recent steps we’re taking here at 
D63: 
 
Cancellation of Extra Curricular and Out-of-school Activities and Events 
Effective immediately, the District is cancelling all events that take place outside of regular 
school hours through April 3. These include: 
 

● All school field trips. 
● All performances (musical, dance, drama) 
● All sporting events 
● All PTO meetings (Note: whether or not to host off-site PTO fundraisers will be at the 

discretion of PTO leaders for each school).  
● Expanded Learning Open Gym 
● Expanded Learning Basketball League games 
● All Family Resource Center Programs 
● School-specific events (such as Lighted Schoolhouse) 
● Parent-Teacher Conferences (we will shift to phone conferences - see below for details) 

 
Activities That Will Continue to Take Place 

● Expanded Learning’s regular before- and after-school programs will continue to 
operate as long as schools are open. 

● Activities that take place immediately following the end of the school day and do not 
include outside attendees (after-school clubs, play rehearsal). 

● Band and orchestra early morning rehearsals. 
● Expanded Learning Spring Break Camp - although all field trips and outside programs 

will be cancelled. 

https://www.emsd63.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=2077&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=14072&PageID=1


 
 
On April 3, the District will assess the situation and make a decision regarding the status of such 
events - which will be communicated to families.  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Spring conferences - scheduled for March 19-20 - will take place by phone. More information to 
follow. 
 
Schools Staying Open 
We have no plans to close schools at this time - but as we are all aware, the Coronavirus 
“landscape” changes on a daily (sometimes hourly) basis. However, the District is preparing for 
the possibility of e-learning days should it become necessary to close a school - or all schools. If 
that does happen, you will hear from your child’s school(s) - which will communicate 
expectations for students. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Please note that absences because a child is ill - or because a school closes - are all excused. 
Parents always make the final decision regarding whether or not to send their child to school, 
however, if the child is not ill, and schools are open, such absences will be unexcused. 
 
Cleaning Protocols 
Our custodians’ daily cleaning protocols include: 

● Wiping door hardware throughout the day. 
● Cleaning bathrooms (including sinks, handles, and door hardware). 
● Wiping down drinking fountain handles and cleaning the fountains themselves. 
● Setting up and wiping down cafeteria tables to prepare for the lunch periods; between 

each session tables are wiped down as needed, 
● Once lunch is complete, wiping tables again, sweeping and mopping floors, taking out 

trash.  

Night-shift custodial crews give a thorough cleaning to every classroom and all halls. They 
remove trash and wipe down all flat surfaces, handles, sinks, and bathrooms with disinfectants. 
(Please note that D63 uses a hospital grade disinfectant that is bactericidal, virucidal, 
mildewcidal, and fungicidal - proven effective against norovirus and blood borne pathogens.) 
 
Additional Cleaning Over Spring Break 
Over spring break:  
 

● Washrooms will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected 
● Hallways will be either shampooed or waxed 



 
● Desks, tables and flat surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected 

Self-Reporting 
If parents/guardians or students are traveling out of the U.S., please self-report that information 
by calling your school office.  

Self-Quarantine 
Note that per federal and state guidelines, students or family members returning from mainland 
China and/or students or family members who have travelled to or had stopovers in countries 
that are considered Level 3 by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) or higher 
should self-quarantine for 14 days. If you are in this situation, please contact the Cook County 
Department of Public Health 708.633.4000 or 800.889.3931 to work through the details of 
self-quarantine and contact your child’s school health office to report the self-quarantine. 

What You Can Do 
As noted on our website and in past communications: 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Keep children home from school if they are sick. 
● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support during this unique and challenging 
time. As events unfold, we will continue to communicate with you as appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Scott Clay 
Superintendent 
 

 

 

  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.emsd63.org/Domain/65

